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Annually, in [March, April, May, or June]


The governing body recognizes the value and importance of regular school attendance by students. In order to best support chronically absent[footnoteRef:1] students and their parent(s)/guardian(s), the school will follow the below intervention policy:[footnoteRef:2] [1:  For purposes of this policy, “chronically absent” refers to students that have been absent from school for eighteen (18) or more school days of the respective school year. ]  [2:  Tenn. Pub. Act 1005 (2024)] 

1. [How chronically absent students will be identified.]
2. [What documentation the school will require from parents, guardians, or students to determine whether an absence from school is excused or unexcused.]
3. [How the academic progress of chronically absent students will be monitored by the school.]
4. [How the school will regularly communicate with parents and guardians of chronically absent students. At a minimum, this must include meetings with the parent or guardian(s) of the chronically absent student at established intervals AND recording the attendance of each school official and parent/guardian at each meeting.]
5. [How the school will share information/resources regarding other intervention methods, including any available community resources, identified by the school to assist parents and guardians of chronically absent students in addressing the factors that may be causing or contributing to the student’s absence from school.]
This policy takes effect on the thirtieth day immediately following the date on which the United States Department of Education approves the amendment to Tennessee’s Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) plan. If the United States Department of Education does not approve the amendment, then this policy will not take effect. 
[Note: A governing body may choose to adopt this policy even if the U.S. Dept. of Ed. does not ultimately approve the amendment. However, the governing body would not be statutorily required to do so. Helpful resources regarding chronic absenteeism can be found here.]
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